THE NEW ZEALANDERS’ STORY
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Daisy Patch

British staff, British methods and British bungling!

The g,::m_-r;ll sitaion at Helles, at the southern lii} af f,_::ﬂ]ip.;:!i, was that Allicd unies
ing‘]LtEliI'iE the 249cth Division, 2nd Naval Hriﬂ:}dr and che 1sc French [_)ivisic-n, had
advanced north from their positions ken on 25 April, stalling at a line that came
ta be known as the !:a:«-“ki Line. This line extended straight across the peninsula from
aboue a mile north of Poine Eski Flisardik on the southeast eoast of the Dardanelles
1o & point halfway berween ¥ Beach and Gully Beach ar the mouth of Saghir Diere or
Gully Ravine on the northwest coust of the Aegean.

The Tarks attacked chis line on the night of 1 May, and the Allies replied with
a counrer-attack the next marning, further advancing the line abowt another 450
vards — except for the French sector, on the very right against the Dardanelles, which
faited o move forward. The kink that now existed in the front-line gave the Turks an
opportunity 1o enfilade machine-gun fire into the British positions to the northwest,
forcing them to fall back w the Eski Line,

Sir lan Hamileon planned asother anack ro soak up the no-man’s-land caught
berween ghe apposing ling beeause, as he mentioned in his later desparch dated 26
August, “several hundred yards, wharever it might mean o the enemy, was a mareer
of lite and death 1o 2 foree crowded wogether under gunfise on so narrow 1 tongue of
land”,

The 29%ch Indian Infantry Brigade, previously carmarked 0 complee the
etablishiment of the New Zealand and Australian Division, |anded ar Helles on |
May, followed I'lj.' the Lancashive Fusilier “rig.’ldu oS M;l].'_ Boch hrigmic:.s joined ghe
2ath [ivision, which had suffered heavy casualtios.

A Aneac, ch:l.ngu were being made in preparation far contributing 1 force w
Helles. [t seems the Anvac 1.:.1|1'|]1-;|i5_;|1 Wik n:g.]rdw.l h:,' Hamilions command as
merchy secondary to the British and French aperatdons ar Cape Helles, So when
the major g‘:nnprtign gmui:d 1o Q !:up{:]ﬁﬁ hals on the shallow ih;;]u:s of Achi Bala,

the Anzacs were ordered 1o proceed 1o Cape Helles to mke the village of Krithia, a
sumbling, black in the caprure of Achi Baba, During daylighe on 5 May dhe Mew
Zealand Infantry Brigade was replaced by two baualions of the 2nd Naval Brigade,
and assembled in Mule Gully, southwest of Walkers Ridge, for embarkation about
8 M0pm. Buta delay in the arrival of Royal Navy destroyers kept the force waiting on
the beachs. The destroyers evenwally arrived later in the evening, whereupon the men
crowded on to barges and lighters and were @aken to the ships.

The New Zealand Infancry was already exhausted after ten days and nighas of
fighting, The rank and file and junior officers had no idea of their destination when
they crowded onro barges in the darkness and were taken out 1o the waiting desteoyers.
Many thought they were being withdrawn 1o a neighbouring island for rese. The men
fell asleep on the steel decks still hot fram the day's sun. After an uneventiul voyige
sailors woke them on arrival off Cape Helles abour 2 o'clock the following morning
with “Coom up, choom, Gawd how y* snored!”

Before dawn on 6 May, the New Zealand Infanery Drigade, now with a scrength
of 85 officers and 2734 other ranks. landed on V Beich near the steanded 55 River
Clyede, immediately west of Sedd el Bahe village on the we of the peninsula. After
SO r;.::’}r':.ﬂihllljl}“_ thie Mew Fealanders were tsseed !u'r.'h-. and shovels imtended for
road building, and moved north at daybreak o their furure bivouac ax Stone Bridge,
1o interseccion of the Sedd ¢ Bahe-Krithia road and the Kiree Dere (also known
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1s the Krithia Nullah), near a line of
ooe puined WAater TOWers.

.\":Iizl::\luxalld had fnnm.:d the New
Zealand Infantry ; Brigade, the
Ind Australian Brigade and. tWo
pattalions of the an‘ lq\laval Brigade
into 4 composite division under th'c
command of Major-General A Paris
CB, who already commanded the
Royal Naval Division.

On arrival at Stone Bridge, the
New Zealanders dug shrapnel-
proof crenches and rested undil the
afternoon of the following day. The
night was cold and miserable; many

i i iy an attempt to keep warm. . .
P e W-‘*lklﬂz;'.j:l_bt\l" ll“ m! cau :‘;nt sloped slightly to its centre, and was lined with
The tablcland formed a piateau thav's ghy

cliffs along the sea. To the nort heast of the platg.-au and ccmrefilbc!?\:ct;fl (h'T|:0:s:)l':n~ct:
lay the much sought after high ground of Achi Baba peak \Vf( ll rithia villag o i
|:"wcr southwest slopes. Several deres or ml.:llahs crossed ;h;; ‘p i'iteau 1;'1 a ;::i B:al:
direction, parallel 1o the peninsula. Almost in the centre of the platcau Bab
Maliepe Dere, with the Sedd ¢l Bahr-Krithia

Nullah (pointing to Achi Baba peak) or Bah
road iustpto ies west. Further towards the Acgean coast lay the larger Krithia Nullah

(pointing to Krichia) or Kirte Dere. Nearer to the Acgean C(')asdinc lay Saghir Dere,
a wide and deep nullah, beteer known as Gully Ravine. 1\‘4'(1“’“)' between X and Y
Beaches Gully Ravine tailed towards the sea, emerging at Gully Beach.

The Allies ateacked in the morning on 6 May, with the Ist French Division again
on the right and the 29th Division again on the lefr. Berween them, the Plymouth
and Drake Bartalions of the Royal Naval Division attacked up each side of the Sedd el
Bahr-Krithia road. The 29th Division attack was divided between the 29th (Indian)
and 88th Brigades to the right berween Krithia Nullah and Gully Ravine, and the
89th and Lancashire Fusilier Brigades to the left between Gully Ravine and the
Acgean coast.

Inaccurate pre-atcack naval bombardment of the deep and narrow Turkish trenches
and gun positions meant the infantry attack came under heavy and accurate machine-
gun and rifle fire as well as shrapnel and high explosive shells. They had little or no
protection from the hail of bullets from the invisible enemy; every yard of the attack
was marked by dead and wounded.

The Indians and 88th Brigade met strong resistance from Turks hidden in a large
st:u:i(: of fir trees near th? Krif:hia _Nullah. later known as Fir Tree Wood, about 300
Z:;uml::?lf:::i::m csi‘x“ ting line. To their left the rest of the line was checked by
Bluff, and from r?f‘l: ‘“"-‘8‘:’“ ﬁrc_ ﬁ.'om a bluffabove Y Beach, later known as Gurkha

Ai':cr a day undcr“:te;:c:nsu:’:;l:lmc:gi:ms placed slong the s oF Cully RaTig
attacking troops had come to a stand::li:l bcv;ry movement fired at by the‘Tn_u-ks, the
two to three hundred vards < y 4-30pm and were ordered to dig in. Only

yards were gained beyond the Eski Line.

Throughout the day Turkish arg YT |
Dardanclles, lobbed l:ng'mt:sgc :}‘;lcry, especially guns from the Asian side of the

. poel rounds ar British ions t
::::r l::itll(:f;:;c:::\ltl-!nnc.pl?nfortumtcl)’. the New anlandc:oc:.t‘l’t:;):;;n\tvr:ltl“t)’:sd:z
’ tes: Private Carl H R -
amll) sn:cmlﬁothcrs were wound:d. at ltc:[s‘t (t!\lve::i :L::;;;ds he eecived duifpe el
uring 6 May the 3rd Reinforcement drafy of the New Zealand Infantry Brigade
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Lmlllibcring abourt 839 all ranks, arrived ar Anzac and was immediately directed 1o
elles.

'l'h.c. New Zealand Infantry found conditions at Helles quite different from
conditions at Anzac. The surrounding landscape was mosty flar with cultivated areas,
olive groves and a few stands of stunted pines and fir trees. Wells were commonplace,
unlike at Anzac where water was scarce. Their training in Egypt was more appropriate
to the terrain at Helles than to the cliffs and sparse slopes of Anzac.

Helles had a cosmopolitan flavour. New Zealanders mixed with British, Frenchmen,
Sencgalese, Sikhs, and Australians.

On 7 May. the British attack of the previous day resumed at 10am, using the same
attack plan and with the Turks again waiting, but liule ground was gained. However,
on the right, the Sth Royal Scots of the 88th Brigade managed to reach Fir Tree
Wood, but were forced to retire early in the afternoon after encountering enfilading
machine-gun and rifle fire. Beyond Gully Ravine the Lancashire Fusiliers made no
further progress in the face of machine-gun fire from Gurkha Bluff.

The New Zealanders spent the morning ar their bivouac listening to the batde, still
unaware of any orders to move forward.

Sir lan Hamilton wanted to try once again in the afternoon, and ordered an attack
for 4.30pm. This time the New Zealanders were to be involved. Sir lan Hamilton
ordered the 87th Brigade, which up to now was held in reserve, to reinforce the 88th
Brigade, with the New Zcalanders in support. First a short and ineffectual softening-
up by artillery, then a rush along the whole line, right across the peninsula, which
included the French on the right. In the centre Fir Tree Wood was again taken and all
along the ling, except on the cast of Gully Ravine, a further two to three hundred yards
were gained and the first line of Turkish trenches overrun, The line was consolidated
for the night and trenches dug, Orders were issued for a resumprion of the aack the
following morning.

But whar had happened to the New Zealanders, the brigade in support? They left
Stone Bridge at 2.45pm and, loaded down with extra ammunition, moved north
towards the mouth of Gully Ravine. Near Pink Farm, just south of the ravine, they
dug in. From this position they observed the attack at 4.30pm, as their help was not
required. Later at 8.20pm the Auckland and Wellington Infantry Battalions moved
forward again to support the 87th and 88th Brigades by occupying reserve trenches
to the rear of the front-line. The Canterbury and Otago Infantry Batalions in the
meantime stayed behind in their new position.

Finally, orders were reccived that the New Zealanders were to attack the nexe
morning.

Atabout lam, 8 May, the Wellington Infantry Battalion moved forward in the dark
to occupy a reserve trench about 500 yards to the left rear of the front-line, towards
Gully Ravine. The reserve trench was not large enough to take the whole unit, so the
17th Ruahine Company was sent back to the previous position.

Since the Oragos earlier took a beating on Dead Man’s Ridge and were now under
strength, they moved forward 1o a reserve position.

For the New Zealanders, the farcical order of the morning was 1o move forward at
precisely 10.30am across the same ground taken in the 4.30pm attack of the previous
day! In effect, they had to retake the several hundred yards of open ground between
the two lines of trenches that was exposed to fire from Turkish positions. Why were
they not ordered forward in the pre-dawn when there was a chance of minimal
casualties?

The general order for the New Zealanders, which came through to Colonel
Johnston at 8.30am, was to attack towards Krithia and the trenches covering it, in
a repeat of the predictable batdle plan of the previous days. This order was verbally
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psat 10.10am. giving 20 minutes for commanders to
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and get into position. ‘

T'he Turks would have prccllclcd th
over the last fow days. they would .h‘.wc o
during the morning. From cheir raised positions t

Lronp MOvements and build-ups. _ _ .
'I'Eu- wellale pre-attack aval and ardllery barrage was 1t full swing but very few

of the explosions wee pccurring along 'll}rkish lines. A‘S“"‘““s Sh"“‘l"g‘: of iftm‘ﬂy
ammunition for the British on C-l'”il"’"_ meant _[h'“ :.oﬁcmng-:up e F‘“I‘f‘l
to destrov targets or Cause havoc in the Turkish lines. In many cases the Turks did
not c\'cr; move from battle lines during Imn_-ag,cs. l“ad‘cq“aw prc-baulc b"ﬂsﬂ
unfortunately gave full warning to the Turks of forlhcon‘l.“‘S C"E“g‘f““““ and lulled
British commanders into thinking the task was made casier for the infantry.

The front-line perimeter © be covered by the New Zcf"“"d"m was from Krithia
Nullah on the right 1© the Gully Ravine on the lt‘ﬁ'_ﬂ width of about 1200 yards.
Inside this perimeter the Canterbury Infantry Bacealion covered the right between
Krithia Nullih and Fir Tree Wood. a distance of about 400 )":ll’ds. Auckland lnﬁnu}r
Batalion covered the cenerc, including Fir Tree Wood, and Wellington Infantry
Rarcalion covered the lefi to Gully Ravine, a rotal of about 800 yards. The Australians
covered the perimeter 10 the New Zealanders right, immediately over Krithia
Nullah.

At 10.30am the whole line moved forward, only to come instantly under lethal
machine-gun fire. Men dropped right down the line.

Canterbury attacked in two lines - 12th Nelson Company (right) and 2nd South
Canterbury Company (left) in the front-line. and 1st Canterbury Company (right)

is order. Just by observing the patterns of attack
known that another push was duc some time
hey would have been able to observe



Sergeant Mac Vincent® later recalled, in /he Auckland Star on 17 October 1904,
his mental battle with a Turkish machine-gunner: "Our path was like a golf fairway.
Someone, whom 1 didn't hear, must have told us 1o charge but not to any actual
objective. 'IC1l be your death, sarge,” said a Dubster, and his Irish blood getting the
betier of him, he scrambled out of the trench with me. | fell over him as he pitched
forwards. dead or wounded. The air seemed to be vibrating. My rifle wene flying, |
ran back to pick it up. Passing under my armpit, a bullet had cut the swivel holding
thesling. As I grabbed the rifle, a bullet plucked atmy cap. | fele the zip of another as
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